Between the Lines 


Featuring reports on inside trends, forecasts of significant develop- 
ments, and other matters pertinent to Christian thinking in the 
field of economics, labor, social strife, and international affairs. 


152 Madison Avenue 


New York 16, N. Y. 


Cnyartes A. WELLS, Editor 
Grace Lozier, -1ss’t Editor 





Vol. II, No. 21 THE CHRISTIAN LAYMAN’S INFORMATION SERVICE—CONDENSED, NON-DENOMINATIONAL October 11, 1943 








HOW DO WE DO IT? Y 


Several thousand new families have been added to our list of subscribers since we last mentioned how our material 
is secured. We are always receiving inquiries as to how we get our hands on our information. There is no secret about 
it. We are proud and eager to share with you our formula of action. 

Not only do we watch the large newspapers and their usual press releases, but also over our desks comes a steady 
stream of publications and reports from labor circles and various race organizations to tell the other side of the story. Further- 
more, we have many friendly contacts within labor organizations, racial units, and government and military circles throughout 
America and elsewhere. We keep in touch with them for items of pertinent interest to the Christian mind. These listening 
posts have proven to be extremely reliable and courageous in advancing us what is often vital but suppressed items of informa- 
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the American Academy of Political and Social Science, 
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formation such as seldom reach the average citizen. 
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Big Business Vs Post War Plans 


A study of what is being done in the 
way of post war planning reveals a dis- 
couraging picture which concerns the future 
of every one of us. Big business interests 
are successfully selling the country the idea 
that post war prosperity depends upon big 
business’ being permitted to follow its own 
paths of management and production. Pow- 
erful business interests in Washington have 
been successful in destroying or severely 
crippling almost every organization and 
agency our government ‘has set up for econo- 
mic planning for the post war period, so 
that on the government side there is little 
being done ot a constructive nature by way 
of preparation and planning for the time 
when thirty-five million Americans will have 
to find new jobs. On the other hand, all 
big business is doing is to talk about jobs 
and prosperity and production. 

\side from blue prints of new products, 
which it is hoped will find a favorable 
buyers’ response and thus it is hoped there 
will be new jobs created, positively nothing 
is being done in a concrete way on the part 
of business management to provide for the 
day when millions will have to find jobs— 
or else. 

Now this true condition is being sup- 
pressed and camouflaged by the vast sums 
spent in po ssa pictures and publicity 
concerning the wonderful new world we will 
have when the war is over. There will be 
all kinds of gadgets and products galore to 
keep men working if we just trust big busi- 
ness. Nothing, however, has been done be- 
yond drawing the pictures. Big business is 
afraid of the word “planning”. Any one who 
talks about it is called a “communist”. Yet 
unless some planning is done, this country 
will see days of severe economic chaos and 
social upheaval. 

BUREAUCRATS AND POST WAR PLANS. It 
must be recognized that the bureaucracy, 
created by the political opportunism which 
has so largely ruled Washington for a good 
many years, has spoiled and defeated what 
might have been a period of far greater 
economic progress than we have achieved. 
This disease of bureaucracy is the result of 
men of small ability and experience being 
(Continued on next page) 


Why Shouldn’t Negroes Fight? 


A gathering storm that is being suppressed in the news, and which will quite likely 
break out later on with considerable political repercussion, is the fact that Negro troops 
are not being sent to the fighting fronts, despite the fact that thousands of Negro soldiers 
have been drafted and trained, some for as long as two and a half years. 


Negro leaders are informing millions of colored citizens that the majority of their 
boys are not being treated with the dignity due fighting men but are being put into 
“engineer” battalions to do the laborious work of building roads and airfields, to act 
as stevedores for the unloading of supplies, and to clear away the debris left by enemy 
demolition squads. 


Only one air squadron saw action in Africa but it has since been returned to the 
United States and disbanded as a unit. Of two Negro regiments, officered by Negroes 
and intensively trained, one has been used to guard railroads and bridges, and the other 
has been sent to Hawaii where there is little likelihood that it will ever see combat 
service. 

To some Negro leaders, this circumstance is considered a particularly insulting 
example of racial prejudice in the armed forces for they feel it keeps the Negro soldier 
in a menial capacity and reflects on his courage and fighting qualities under fire. Here 
are glowing embers which unscrupulous men could easily fan into a hot flame of resent- 
ment and violence. 


Pro British 


The Christian mind can readily see the necessity of a military partnership with 
Great Britain in this dark hour of danger, but many Christian minds are deeply dis- 
tressed by the evident fact that much of the present British leadership is using this 
American alliance as a means of bolstering and strengthening a system of international 
exploitation that is not only unchristian in principle and practice but also has been 
one of the chief causes of the current wars that now are involving America in their 
repeated holocausts. 


Belween the Lines is very pro-British. We are all out for the head of the Church 
of England, Archbishop of Canterbury William Temple, who has denounced the British 
imperialistic system as if it were a cancerous sore in the health of England~and of 
the world. We are very pro-British because we are for the British labor unions and 
workers’ organizations which are demanding a complete reform of-Kondon’'s colonial 
policy. We are pro-British because we admire and respect theforceful, far-sighted, 
courageous attitude of England’s greatest intellectual leader§;\the historian, H. G. 
Wells; England’s prominent scientists, Julian Huxley and Lord Eddington; the man 
of letters, George Bernard Shaw, and many other of England’s great thinkers today, 
the majority of whom condemn the economic piracy which has characterized so much 
of Europe’s political history and British official attitude and action. 


However, the opinions of these progressive thinkers are being suppressed today by 
the small group of rich, tory aristocrats who still sit on top in London, controlling the 
censorship. 


One of the greatest injustices being perpetrated upon the 
is the false impression’ British censorship is forcing on the 
presses every voice but Churchill’s and his colleagues’ (as far as what reaclies America 
is concerned), thus enforcing the impression that, to be pro-British, we must be for 
the slums of London, the slavery of India and the exploitation of Malay—which truly 
represents only a small part of what should truthfully be called England. 


American people today 
American mind as it sup- 
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Germans DO Hate Naziism 


Perhaps you saw the brief item in the Vew York Times about a 
twenty-year old Nazi who escaped from Denmark by swimming to 
the ferry to Sweden and letting it tow him across to freedom. This 
is only one of hundreds of similar stories which clearly show the 
disgust felt by many, many Germans for their Nazi masters. 

Here are a few more presented in barest outline: 

A German news source reported the execution of three 
men for “defeatism” 

French workers in Germany 
slow-down in German war factories, 
couraged by German foreman. 

A Swiss news source states that German bookstores are almost 
completely sold out, except for Nazi-inspired literature which stands 
dormant on the shelves month after month. 

Belgians, recently escaped from forced labor in Germany, tell of 
acts of sabotage performed by German workers in Hamburg who 
are growing increasingly bitter against the Nazi party. 

German soldiers being sent to the Russian front are said to mu- 
tiny, and a New f 


German 


sent reports back to France of the 
instigated and constantly en- 


York Times report tells of the refusal of crack 
submarine crews based in occupied Norway to leave shore. 

German women are a thorn in the side of Nazidom. An official 
of a great German industry deplores the employment of women, 
stating that they are instrumental in stirring up discontent among 
the men. “Criminal” German women took pity on Jewish children 
whose parents had been sent to concentration camps. When their 
“crime” was discovered (that caring for the children and sending 
word to the parents concerning the children’s welfare), they were 
sentenced to six years at hard labor! 

According to the uncensored Horldover Press, the riot of German 
students following the execution of several of their members for 
anti-Nazi activities has received considerable attention. Some time 
ago Goebbels admitted in a radio broadcast that there had been a 
strike of the students in the University of Munich and that the leaders 
had been shot. Since then, more detailed reports of the opposition 
movement have reached England, and although differing as to par- 
ticulars, these reports agree that the anti-Nazi organization was wide- 
spread among the German student bodies in various universities 
and that it was ruthlessly attacked by the authorities with executions 
and jail sentences, and that some, at least, of the student leaders 
were from “Party” families. 

One of those put to death was named Hans Scholl. (You may 
have read Dorothy Thompson’s account of him). He is said to 
have served at the Russian front, and to have returned home dis- 
gusted with the party and S. S. officials. With the help of his sisters, 
he mimeographed and distributed among the students leaflets bitterly 
denouncing the party and the war. The leaflets, which continue to 
circulate, are simple, nonpolitical, and passionate in their plea for 
peace and freedom. 

Commenting on this German home front development, the 
Economist, a London liberal paper, comments: “If the Scholl incident 
is any indication of the mysterious movement of ideas in totalitarian 
Germany, it suggests two things—that there are already ‘Haves’ and 
‘Have Nots’ among the under-thirties, the bureaucrats and officials 
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for whom the state’itself is private property, and the still younger 
men who are cannonfodder. It suggests, too, that the sheer horror 
of total dictatorship and total war is bringing with it its own antidote. 
The Scholl leaflets show that it will not be necessary to teach all 
the younger Germans to hate Naziism. The problem will be to give 
them something to love.” 





STATEMENT OF THE OWNERSHIP, MANAGEMENT, CIRCU 
LATION, ETC., REQUIRED BY THE ACTS OF CONGRESS 
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Of Between the Lines, published every two weeks at New York, N. Y.., 

for October 1, 1943. 


State of New York ¢ .. 
County of New York ) ~~ 

Before me, a notary public in and for the State and county afore 
said, personally appeared Charles A. Wells, who, having been duly sworn 
according to law, deposes and says that he is the editor, publisher and 
owner of the Between the Lines, and that the following is, to the best 
of his knowldege and belief, a true statement of the ownership, manage- 
ment (and if a daily paper, the circulation), etc., of the aforesaid pub- 
lication for the date shown in the above caption, required by the Act of 
August 24, 1912, as amended by the Act of March 3, 1933, embodied in 
section 537, Postal Laws and Regulations, printed on the reverse of this 
form, to wit: 

1. That the names and addresses of the 
editor, and business managers are: 
Charles A. Wells, 152 
A. Wells, 152 Ma 


publisher, editor, managing 

Publisher, 

Editor, Charles 

Managing Editor, None. 

Rusiness Manager, None. 

2. That the owner is: (If owned by a corporation, its name and 
address must be stated and also immediately thereunder the names and 
addresses of stockholders owning or holding one per cent or more of 
total amount of stock. If not owned by a corporation, the names and 
addresses of the individual owners must be given. If owned by a firm, 
company, or other unincorporated concern, its name and address, as 
well as those of each individual member, must be given.) 

Charles A. Wells, 152 Madison Ave., New York, N. Y. 

3. That the known bondholders, mortgagees, and other security holders 
owning or holding 1 per cent or more of total amount of bonds, mort- 
gages, or other securities are: (If there are none, so state.) None. 

4. That the two paragraphs next above, the names of the owners, 
stockholders, and security holders, if any, contain not only the list of 
stockholders and security holders as they appear upon the books of the 
company but also, in cases where the stockholder or security holder ap- 
pears upon the books of the company as trustee or in any other fiduciary 
relation, the name of the person or corporation for whom such trustee 
is acting, is given; also that the said two paragraphs contain statements 
embracing affiant’s full knowledge and belief as to the circumstances and 
conditions under which stockholders and security holders who do not ap- 
pear upon the books of the company as trustees, hold stock and securities 
in a capacity other than that of a bona fide owner; and this affiant has 
no reason to believe that any other person, association, or corporation 
has any interest direct or indirect in the said stock, bonds, or other 
securities than as so stated by him. 


CHARLES A. WELLS, Editor, Publisher. 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this 28th day of September, 1943. 
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Queens County, N. Y. 


Madison Ave., New York, N. Y. 
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ETHEL B. 
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